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In Connection With DanielIn Connection With Daniel

•• ““The book of Revelation, The book of Revelation, in connection with the book in connection with the book 
of Danielof Daniel, especially demands study., especially demands study.”” EducationEducation, 191., 191.

••
•• ““Study Revelation in connection with Daniel, for Study Revelation in connection with Daniel, for history history 

will be repeatedwill be repeated..”” Testimonies to MinistersTestimonies to Ministers, 116., 116.
••
•• The establishment, the growth, and the reign of the The establishment, the growth, and the reign of the 

papacy as a worldpapacy as a world--power, is distinctly a subject of power, is distinctly a subject of 
prophecy, as really as is the fall of Rome and the prophecy, as really as is the fall of Rome and the 
planting of the Ten Kingdoms upon the ruins thereof. planting of the Ten Kingdoms upon the ruins thereof. 
Indeed, the prophecy of this is an inseparable part of the Indeed, the prophecy of this is an inseparable part of the 
prophecy of the other. A. T. Jones, prophecy of the other. A. T. Jones, Ecclesiastical Ecclesiastical 
EmpireEmpire, 1., 1.
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The Seven AngelsThe Seven Angels

•• And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets 
prepared themselves to sound. Revelation 8:6.prepared themselves to sound. Revelation 8:6.

•• ““The subject of the seven trumpets is here The subject of the seven trumpets is here 
resumed, and occupies the remainder of this resumed, and occupies the remainder of this 
chapter and all of chapter 9. The seven angels chapter and all of chapter 9. The seven angels 
prepare themselves to sound. Their sounding prepare themselves to sound. Their sounding 
comes in as a complement to the prophecy of comes in as a complement to the prophecy of 
Daniel 2 and 7, commencing with the breaking Daniel 2 and 7, commencing with the breaking 
up of up of the old Roman empire into its ten divisions, the old Roman empire into its ten divisions, 
of which, in the first four trumpetsof which, in the first four trumpets, we have a , we have a 
description.description.”” Daniel and the RevelationDaniel and the Revelation, 478, 478––
517.517.
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The First Four  TrumpetsThe First Four  Trumpets

•• First Sunday laws, by Constantine in First Sunday laws, by Constantine in 321321. . ““national national 
apostasy is followed by national ruinapostasy is followed by national ruin””..

•• Constantine moved the capital to Constantinople in Constantine moved the capital to Constantinople in 330330..
•• Alaric arrives in Alaric arrives in 395395, and in , and in 410410, the city of Rome was , the city of Rome was 

taken.taken.
•• Genseric, Genseric, 428 to 468428 to 468..
•• Attila the Hun from Attila the Hun from 433 to 453433 to 453. . OdeacerOdeacer conquered conquered 

brought the final demise of western Rome in brought the final demise of western Rome in 476476..
•• This history parallels the first three seals, which This history parallels the first three seals, which 

culminates in culminates in 533533, when Justinian gave his authority to , when Justinian gave his authority to 
the Papacy.the Papacy.

•• Five years later, in Five years later, in 538538, the papacy began to rule the , the papacy began to rule the 
world.world.
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The First WoeThe First Woe
•• Arabic IslamArabic Islam. A power of . A power of the bottomless pitthe bottomless pit. . Sudden Sudden 

and violentand violent in nature. A in nature. A prolonged warprolonged war between east between east 
and west culminating with and west culminating with the battle of the battle of NinevahNinevah was was 
the keythe key to and preceded their rise to power. They were to and preceded their rise to power. They were 
to to torment and hurt torment and hurt the beast that wasthe beast that was——Eastern Eastern 
pagan Romepagan Rome and and the beast thatthe beast that isis——papal Romepapal Rome. . 
They were They were not to hurt those who had the seal of Godnot to hurt those who had the seal of God, , 
but to hurt or torment for but to hurt or torment for five monthsfive months, one hundred and , one hundred and 
fifty years, beginning with fifty years, beginning with the battle of the battle of NicomadiaNicomadia, July , July 
27, 129927, 1299. . ThisThis began the Ottoman Empirebegan the Ottoman Empire——Turkish Turkish 
IslamIslam. They had a king over them, who is the angel of . They had a king over them, who is the angel of 
the bottomless pitthe bottomless pit——a destroyer, both in Hebrew and a destroyer, both in Hebrew and 
Greek.Greek.

•• The first woe concludesThe first woe concludes when when the last emperor of the last emperor of 
eastern Rome, John eastern Rome, John PalageousPalageous left his throne to his left his throne to his 
son Constantine. Constantine son Constantine. Constantine refused to accept the refused to accept the 
thronethrone without permission of the Turkish power, then without permission of the Turkish power, then 
ascended the throne in ascended the throne in 14491449. In May 1453, . In May 1453, 
Constantinople fallsConstantinople falls
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•• The Seal of GodThe Seal of God
•• ““After the death of Mohammed, he was succeeded in the After the death of Mohammed, he was succeeded in the 

command by Abubekr, command by Abubekr, A.D. 632A.D. 632, who, as soon as he , who, as soon as he 
had fairly established his authority and government, had fairly established his authority and government, 
dispatched a circular letter to the Arabian tribes, from dispatched a circular letter to the Arabian tribes, from 
which the following is an extract:which the following is an extract:——‘‘When you fight the When you fight the 
battles of the Lord, acquit yourselves like men, without battles of the Lord, acquit yourselves like men, without 
turning your backs;  but let not your victory be stained turning your backs;  but let not your victory be stained 
with the blood of women and children. Destroy no palmwith the blood of women and children. Destroy no palm--
trees, nor burn any fields of corn. Cut down no fruittrees, nor burn any fields of corn. Cut down no fruit--
trees, nor do any mischief to cattle, only such as you kill trees, nor do any mischief to cattle, only such as you kill 
to eat. When you make any covenant or article, stand to to eat. When you make any covenant or article, stand to 
it, and be as good as your word. And as you go, you will it, and be as good as your word. And as you go, you will 
find some religious persons who live retired in find some religious persons who live retired in 
monasteries, and propose to themselves to serve God monasteries, and propose to themselves to serve God 
that way; let them alone, and neither kill them nor that way; let them alone, and neither kill them nor 
destroy their monasteries. And you will find another sort destroy their monasteries. And you will find another sort 
of people that belong to the synagogue of Satan, who of people that belong to the synagogue of Satan, who 
have shaven crowns; be sure you cleave their skulls, have shaven crowns; be sure you cleave their skulls, 
and give them no quarter till they either turn and give them no quarter till they either turn 
Mohammedans or pay tribute.Mohammedans or pay tribute.’’
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•• ““It is not said in prophecy or in history that the It is not said in prophecy or in history that the 
more humane injunctions were as scrupulously more humane injunctions were as scrupulously 
obeyed as the ferocious mandate; but it was so obeyed as the ferocious mandate; but it was so 
commanded them. And the preceding are the commanded them. And the preceding are the 
only instructions recorded by Gibbon, as given only instructions recorded by Gibbon, as given 
by Abubekr to the chiefs whose duty it was to by Abubekr to the chiefs whose duty it was to 
issue the commands to all the Saracen hosts. issue the commands to all the Saracen hosts. 
The commands are alike discriminating with the The commands are alike discriminating with the 
prediction, as if the caliph himself had been prediction, as if the caliph himself had been 
acting in known as well as direct obedience to a acting in known as well as direct obedience to a 
higher mandate than that of mortal man; and in higher mandate than that of mortal man; and in 
the very act of going forth to fight against the the very act of going forth to fight against the 
religion of Jesus, and to propagate religion of Jesus, and to propagate 
Mohammedanism in its stead, he repeated the Mohammedanism in its stead, he repeated the 
words which it was foretold in the Revelation of words which it was foretold in the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ that he would say.Jesus Christ that he would say.
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•• ““In remarks upon chapter 7:1In remarks upon chapter 7:1––3, we have shown that the 3, we have shown that the 
seal of God is the Sabbath of the fourth commandment; seal of God is the Sabbath of the fourth commandment; 
and history is not silent upon the fact that there have and history is not silent upon the fact that there have 
been observers of the true Sabbath all through the been observers of the true Sabbath all through the 
present dispensation. But the question has here arisen present dispensation. But the question has here arisen 
with many, with many, Who were those men who at this time had Who were those men who at this time had 
the seal of God in their foreheads, and who thereby the seal of God in their foreheads, and who thereby 
became exempt from Mohammedan oppression?became exempt from Mohammedan oppression? Let the Let the 
reader bear in mind the fact, already alluded to, that reader bear in mind the fact, already alluded to, that 
there have been those all through this dispensation who there have been those all through this dispensation who 
have had the seal of God in their foreheads, or have have had the seal of God in their foreheads, or have 
been intelligent observers of the true Sabbath; and let been intelligent observers of the true Sabbath; and let 
them consider further that what the prophecy asserts is them consider further that what the prophecy asserts is 
that the attacks of this desolating Turkish power are not that the attacks of this desolating Turkish power are not 
directed against them, but against another class. The directed against them, but against another class. The 
subject is thus freed from all difficulty; for this is all that subject is thus freed from all difficulty; for this is all that 
the prophecy really asserts.the prophecy really asserts.
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•• ““Only one class of persons is directly brought to view in Only one class of persons is directly brought to view in 
the text; namely, the text; namely, those who have not the seal of God in those who have not the seal of God in 
their foreheadstheir foreheads; and the preservation of those who have ; and the preservation of those who have 
the seal of God is brought in only by implication. the seal of God is brought in only by implication. 
Accordingly, Accordingly, we do not learn from history that any of we do not learn from history that any of 
these were involved in any of the calamities inflicted by these were involved in any of the calamities inflicted by 
the Saracensthe Saracens upon the objects of their hate. They were upon the objects of their hate. They were 
commissioned against another class of men. And the commissioned against another class of men. And the 
destruction to come upon this class of men is not put in destruction to come upon this class of men is not put in 
contract with the preservation of other men, but only with contract with the preservation of other men, but only with 
that of the fruits and verdure of the earth; thus, Hurt not that of the fruits and verdure of the earth; thus, Hurt not 
the grass, trees, nor any green thing, but only a certain the grass, trees, nor any green thing, but only a certain 
class of men. And in fulfillment, we have the strange class of men. And in fulfillment, we have the strange 
spectacle of an army of invaders sparing those things spectacle of an army of invaders sparing those things 
which such armies usually destroy, namely, the face and which such armies usually destroy, namely, the face and 
productions of nature; and, in pursuance of their productions of nature; and, in pursuance of their 
permission to permission to hurt those men who had not the seal of hurt those men who had not the seal of 
God in their foreheadsGod in their foreheads, cleaving the skulls of a class of , cleaving the skulls of a class of 
religionists with shaven crowns, who belonged to the religionists with shaven crowns, who belonged to the 
synagogue of Satan.synagogue of Satan.
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•• ““These were doubtless a class of monks, or some other These were doubtless a class of monks, or some other 
division of division of the Roman Catholic Churchthe Roman Catholic Church. Against these . Against these 
the arms of the Mohammedans were directed. And it the arms of the Mohammedans were directed. And it 
seems to us that there is a peculiar fitness, if not design, seems to us that there is a peculiar fitness, if not design, 
in describing them as those who had not the seal of God in describing them as those who had not the seal of God 
in their foreheads; inasmuch as that is in their foreheads; inasmuch as that is the very church the very church 
which has robbed the law of God of its seal, by tearing which has robbed the law of God of its seal, by tearing 
away the true Sabbath, and erecting a counterfeit in its away the true Sabbath, and erecting a counterfeit in its 
placeplace. And we do not understand, either from the . And we do not understand, either from the 
prophecy or from history, that those persons whom prophecy or from history, that those persons whom 
AbubekrAbubekr charged his followers not to molest were in charged his followers not to molest were in 
possession of possession of the seal of Godthe seal of God, or necessarily constituted , or necessarily constituted 
the people of God. Who they were, and for what reason the people of God. Who they were, and for what reason 
they were spared, the meager testimony of Gibbon does they were spared, the meager testimony of Gibbon does 
not inform us, and we have no other means of knowing; not inform us, and we have no other means of knowing; 
but we have every reason to believe that none of these but we have every reason to believe that none of these 
who had the seal of God were molested, while another who had the seal of God were molested, while another 
class, who emphatically had it not, were put to the class, who emphatically had it not, were put to the 
sword; and thus the specifications of the prophecy are sword; and thus the specifications of the prophecy are 
amply met.amply met.”” Uriah Smith, Uriah Smith, Daniel and the RevelationDaniel and the Revelation, , 
501501––503.503.
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The Second WoeThe Second Woe

•• Turkish Islam.Turkish Islam. A power from A power from the bottomless pitthe bottomless pit. . 
Sudden and violentSudden and violent in nature, with an emphasis on the in nature, with an emphasis on the 
use of use of gunpowdergunpowder. They were to slay or . They were to slay or kill the beast kill the beast 
thatthat waswas——Eastern pagan RomeEastern pagan Rome. During this time . During this time the the 
beast thatbeast that isis——papal Romepapal Rome, was also , was also slainslain..

•• Begins where Begins where first woefirst woe ends, starting ends, starting the 391 years 15 the 391 years 15 
day time prophecyday time prophecy. It begins when the four angels are . It begins when the four angels are 
loosed.loosed.

•• It ends with the identical dynamics as It ends with the identical dynamics as JustinianJustinian and and the the 
last Constantinelast Constantine, , whenwhen the Pasha of Turkey the Pasha of Turkey submits submits 
his empire into the hands of the his empire into the hands of the ““four great powers four great powers 
of Europeof Europe””.. This situation was created by TurkeyThis situation was created by Turkey’’s loss s loss 
of power, of power, combinedcombined withwith the threat of Arabic Islam the threat of Arabic Islam 
(Egypt)(Egypt) taking control of the former Ottoman Empire, taking control of the former Ottoman Empire, 
forcing forcing the four great powersthe four great powers of Europe to intercede. of Europe to intercede. 
Shortly thereafter the powers of Europe parcel out the Shortly thereafter the powers of Europe parcel out the 
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The First AngelThe First Angel

•• The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire 
mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: 
and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green 

grass was burnt up. Revelation 8: 7.grass was burnt up. Revelation 8: 7.
•• ““Mr. Keith has very justly remarked on the subject of this Mr. Keith has very justly remarked on the subject of this 

prophecy:prophecy:
•• ““None could elucidate the texts more clearly, or expound None could elucidate the texts more clearly, or expound 

them more fully, than the task has been performed by them more fully, than the task has been performed by 
Gibbon. The chapters of the skeptical philosopher that Gibbon. The chapters of the skeptical philosopher that 
treat directly of the matter, need but a text to be prefixed, treat directly of the matter, need but a text to be prefixed, 
and a few unholy words to be blotted out, to form a and a few unholy words to be blotted out, to form a 
series of expository lectures on the eighth and ninth series of expository lectures on the eighth and ninth 
chapters of Revelation. chapters of Revelation. ‘‘Little or nothing is left for the Little or nothing is left for the 
professed interpreter to do but to point to the pages of professed interpreter to do but to point to the pages of 
Gibbon.Gibbon.’’



Subject 26                                                      
http://www.futureforamerica.org

24.03.2013  
www.1843-chart.com

The Trumpets. The Foundation. The Pioneers. 13

•• ““The first sore and heavy judgment which fell on The first sore and heavy judgment which fell on 
Western Rome in its downward course, was the war Western Rome in its downward course, was the war 
with the Goths under Alaricwith the Goths under Alaric, who opened the way for , who opened the way for 
later inroads. The death of Theodosius, the Roman later inroads. The death of Theodosius, the Roman 
emperor, occurred in January, emperor, occurred in January, 395395, and before the end , and before the end 
of the winter of the winter the Goths under Alaricthe Goths under Alaric were in arms were in arms 
against the empire. . . .against the empire. . . .

•• “‘“‘Hail and fire mingled with bloodHail and fire mingled with blood’’ were cast upon the were cast upon the 
earth. The terrible effects of this Gothic invasion are earth. The terrible effects of this Gothic invasion are 
represented as represented as ‘‘hail,hail,’’ from the fact of the northern origin from the fact of the northern origin 
of the invaders; of the invaders; ‘‘fire,fire,’’ from the destruction by flame of from the destruction by flame of 
both city and country; and both city and country; and ‘‘blood,blood,’’ from the terrible from the terrible 
slaughter of the citizens of the empire by the bold and slaughter of the citizens of the empire by the bold and 
intrepid warriors.intrepid warriors.

•• ““The blast of The blast of the first trumpetthe first trumpet has its location about the has its location about the 
close of close of the fourth century and onwardthe fourth century and onward, and refers to , and refers to 
these desolating invasions of the Roman empirethese desolating invasions of the Roman empire under under 
the Gothsthe Goths
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•• ““The concluding sentence of the thirtyThe concluding sentence of the thirty--third chapter of third chapter of 
GibbonGibbon’’s s HistoryHistory is of itself a clear and comprehensive is of itself a clear and comprehensive 
commentary; for in winding up his own description of this commentary; for in winding up his own description of this 
brief but most eventful period, he concentrates, as in a brief but most eventful period, he concentrates, as in a 
parallel reading, the sum of the history and the parallel reading, the sum of the history and the 
substance of the prediction. But the words which substance of the prediction. But the words which 
precede it are not without their meaning: precede it are not without their meaning: ‘‘The public The public 
devotion of the age was impatient to exalt the saints and devotion of the age was impatient to exalt the saints and 
martyrs of the Catholic Church on the altars of Diana and martyrs of the Catholic Church on the altars of Diana and 
Hercules. Hercules. The union of the Roman empire was The union of the Roman empire was 
dissolveddissolved; its genius was humbled in the dust; and ; its genius was humbled in the dust; and 
armies of unknown armies of unknown barbarians, issuing from the barbarians, issuing from the 
frozen regions of the Northfrozen regions of the North, had established their , had established their 
victorious reign over the fairest provinces of Europe and victorious reign over the fairest provinces of Europe and 
Africa.Africa.’’

•• ““The last word, Africa, is the signal for the sounding The last word, Africa, is the signal for the sounding 
of the second trumpet. The scene changes from the of the second trumpet. The scene changes from the 
shores of the Baltic to the southern coast of the shores of the Baltic to the southern coast of the 
Mediterranean, or from the frozen regions of the Mediterranean, or from the frozen regions of the 
North to the borders of burning AfricaNorth to the borders of burning Africa; and instead of ; and instead of 
a storm of hail being cast upon the earth, a burning a storm of hail being cast upon the earth, a burning 
mountain was cast into the sea.mountain was cast into the sea.
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The Second AngelThe Second Angel
•• And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great 

mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the 
third partthird part of the sea became blood; And the of the sea became blood; And the third partthird part

of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, 
died; and the died; and the third partthird part of the ships were destroyed. of the ships were destroyed. 

Revelation 8:8, 9.Revelation 8:8, 9.
•• ““The Roman empire, after Constantine, was divided The Roman empire, after Constantine, was divided 

into three partsinto three parts; and hence the frequent remark, ; and hence the frequent remark, ‘‘a third a third 
part of menpart of men,,’’ etc., in allusion to etc., in allusion to the third partthe third part of the of the 
empire which was under the scourge. This division of the empire which was under the scourge. This division of the 
Roman kingdom was made at the death of Constantine, Roman kingdom was made at the death of Constantine, 
among among his three sonshis three sons, , ConstantiusConstantius, Constantine II, and , Constantine II, and 
ConstansConstans. . ConstantiusConstantius possessed possessed the Eastthe East, and fixed his , and fixed his 
residence at Constantinople, the metropolis of the residence at Constantinople, the metropolis of the 
empire. Constantine the Second held empire. Constantine the Second held Britain, Gaul, and Britain, Gaul, and 
SpainSpain. Constans held . Constans held IllyricumIllyricum, Africa, and Italy, Africa, and Italy. (See . (See 
SabineSabine’’ss Ecclesiastical HistoryEcclesiastical History, 155.), 155.)
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•• ““Of this wellOf this well--known historical fact, Elliott, as quoted by known historical fact, Elliott, as quoted by 
Albert Barnes, in his notes on Revelation12:4, says:  Albert Barnes, in his notes on Revelation12:4, says:  
‘‘Twice, at least, before the Roman empire became Twice, at least, before the Roman empire became 
divided permanently into the two parts, the Eastern and divided permanently into the two parts, the Eastern and 
the Western, there was a tripartite division of the empirethe Western, there was a tripartite division of the empire. . 
The first occurred in A.D. 311, when it was divided The first occurred in A.D. 311, when it was divided 
between Constantine, between Constantine, LiciniusLicinius, and , and MaximinMaximin; the other, ; the other, 
A.D. 337, on the death of Constantine, Constans and A.D. 337, on the death of Constantine, Constans and 
ConstantiusConstantius..’’

•• ““The history illustrative of the sounding of the The history illustrative of the sounding of the 
second trumpet evidently relates to the invasion and second trumpet evidently relates to the invasion and 
conquest of Africa, and afterward of Italy, by the conquest of Africa, and afterward of Italy, by the 
terrible terrible GensericGenseric. . His conquests were for the most His conquests were for the most 
part part NAVALNAVAL; and his triumphs were ; and his triumphs were ‘‘as it were a as it were a 
great mountain burning with fire, cast into the sea.great mountain burning with fire, cast into the sea.’’
What figure would better, or even so well, illustrate What figure would better, or even so well, illustrate 
the collision of navies, and the general havoc of war the collision of navies, and the general havoc of war 
on the maritime coasts?on the maritime coasts? In explaining this In explaining this trumpettrumpet, we , we 
are to look for some events which will have a particular are to look for some events which will have a particular 
bearing on the commercial world. The symbol used bearing on the commercial world. The symbol used 
naturally leads us to look for agitation and commotion.naturally leads us to look for agitation and commotion.
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•• ““Nothing but a fierce maritime warfare would Nothing but a fierce maritime warfare would fulfilfulfil the the 
prediction. If prediction. If the sounding of the first four trumpets the sounding of the first four trumpets 
relates to four remarkable events which contributed relates to four remarkable events which contributed 
to the downfall of the Roman empireto the downfall of the Roman empire, and , and the first the first 
trumpet refers to the ravages of trumpet refers to the ravages of the Gothsthe Goths under under AlaricAlaric, , 
in this we naturally look for the next succeeding act of in this we naturally look for the next succeeding act of 
invasion which shook the Roman power and conduced invasion which shook the Roman power and conduced 
to its fall. The next great invasion was that of to its fall. The next great invasion was that of ‘‘the terrible the terrible 
Genseric,Genseric,’’ at the head of the Vandals. at the head of the Vandals. His career His career 
occurred during the years A.D. 428occurred during the years A.D. 428––468468. . . .. . . .

•• “‘“‘. . . After the failure of this great expedition, . . . After the failure of this great expedition, GensericGenseric
again became again became the tyrant of the seathe tyrant of the sea; the coasts of ; the coasts of 
Italy, Greece, and Asia were again exposed to his Italy, Greece, and Asia were again exposed to his 
revenge and avarice; Tripoli and Sardinia returned to revenge and avarice; Tripoli and Sardinia returned to 
his obedience;  he added Sicily to the number of his his obedience;  he added Sicily to the number of his 
provinces; and before he died, in the provinces; and before he died, in the fulnessfulness of of 
years and of glory, he beheld the FINAL EXTINCTION years and of glory, he beheld the FINAL EXTINCTION 
of the empire of the West.of the empire of the West.’’——Gibbon, volume 3, 495Gibbon, volume 3, 495––
498.498.
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•• ““Concerning the important part which this bold Concerning the important part which this bold 
corsair acted in the downfall of Rome, Mr. corsair acted in the downfall of Rome, Mr. 
Gibbon uses this significant language: Gibbon uses this significant language: 
‘‘GensericGenseric, a name which, in the destruction , a name which, in the destruction 
of the Roman empire, has of the Roman empire, has deserved an equal deserved an equal 
rank with the names of Alaric and Attilarank with the names of Alaric and Attila..’’
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The Third AngelThe Third Angel

•• And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star 
from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon 
the the third partthird part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of of the rivers, and upon the fountains of 
waters; And the name of the star is called Wormwood: waters; And the name of the star is called Wormwood: 

and the and the third partthird part of the waters became wormwood; and of the waters became wormwood; and 
many men died of the waters, because they were made many men died of the waters, because they were made 

bitter. Revelation 8:10, 11.bitter. Revelation 8:10, 11.
•• ““In the interpretation and application of this passage, we In the interpretation and application of this passage, we 

are brought to are brought to the third important eventthe third important event which resulted in which resulted in 
the subversion of the Roman empire. . . .the subversion of the Roman empire. . . .

•• ““It is here premised that It is here premised that this trumpetthis trumpet has allusion to the has allusion to the 
desolating wars and furious invasions of desolating wars and furious invasions of AttilaAttila against against 
the Roman power, which he carried on at the head of his the Roman power, which he carried on at the head of his 
hordes of hordes of HunsHuns. Speaking of this warrior, particularly of . Speaking of this warrior, particularly of 
his personal appearance, Mr. Barnes says:his personal appearance, Mr. Barnes says:
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•• “‘“‘In the manner of his appearance, he strongly In the manner of his appearance, he strongly 
resembled resembled a brilliant meteor flashing in the skya brilliant meteor flashing in the sky. . 
He came from the East gathering his He came from the East gathering his HunsHuns, and , and 
poured them down, as we shall see, with the poured them down, as we shall see, with the 
rapidity of a flashing meteor, suddenly on the rapidity of a flashing meteor, suddenly on the 
empire. He regarded himself also as devoted to empire. He regarded himself also as devoted to 
Mars, the god of war, and was accustomed to Mars, the god of war, and was accustomed to 
array himself in a peculiarly brilliant manner, so array himself in a peculiarly brilliant manner, so 
that his appearance, in the language of his that his appearance, in the language of his 
flatterers, was such as to dazzle the eyes of flatterers, was such as to dazzle the eyes of 
beholders.beholders.’’

•• ““In speaking of the locality of the events In speaking of the locality of the events 
predicted by this trumpet, Mr. Barnes has this predicted by this trumpet, Mr. Barnes has this 
note:note:

““It is said particularly that the effect would be on It is said particularly that the effect would be on 
‘‘the riversthe rivers’’ and on and on ‘‘the fountains of waters.the fountains of waters.’’
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““If this has a literal application, or if, as was supposed in If this has a literal application, or if, as was supposed in 
the case of the case of the second trumpetthe second trumpet, the language used , the language used 
was such as had reference to the portion of the empire was such as had reference to the portion of the empire 
that would be particularly affected by the hostile that would be particularly affected by the hostile 
invasion, then we may suppose that this refers to invasion, then we may suppose that this refers to those those 
portions of the empire that abounded in rivers and portions of the empire that abounded in rivers and 
streams and more particularly those in which the rivers streams and more particularly those in which the rivers 
and streams had their origin; for the effect was and streams had their origin; for the effect was 
permanently in the permanently in the ‘‘fountains of waters.fountains of waters.’’ As a matter of As a matter of 
fact, the principal operations of fact, the principal operations of AttilaAttila were on the were on the 
regions of the regions of the AlpsAlps, and on the portions of the empire , and on the portions of the empire 
whence the rivers flow down into Italy. The invasion of whence the rivers flow down into Italy. The invasion of 
AttilaAttila is described by Mr. Gibbon in this general is described by Mr. Gibbon in this general 
language: language: ‘‘The whole breadth of Europe, as it extends The whole breadth of Europe, as it extends 
above five hundred miles from the above five hundred miles from the EuxineEuxine to the Adriatic, to the Adriatic, 
was at once invaded, and occupied, and desolated, by was at once invaded, and occupied, and desolated, by 
the myriads of barbarians whom the myriads of barbarians whom AttilaAttila led into the field.led into the field.’’
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“‘“‘And the Name of the Star is Called And the Name of the Star is Called Wormwood Wormwood 
[denoting the bitter consequences].[denoting the bitter consequences].’’ These These 
wordswords——which are more intimately connected which are more intimately connected 
with the preceding verse, as even the with the preceding verse, as even the 
punctuation in our version denotespunctuation in our version denotes——recall us for recall us for 
a moment to a moment to the character of Attilathe character of Attila, to the , to the 
misery of which he was the author or the misery of which he was the author or the 
instrument, and to the terror that was inspired by instrument, and to the terror that was inspired by 
his name.his name.

“‘“‘Total extirpation and erasure,Total extirpation and erasure,’’ are terms which are terms which 
best denote the calamities he inflicted. He styled best denote the calamities he inflicted. He styled 
himself, himself, ‘‘The Scourge of God.The Scourge of God.’’
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The Fourth AngelThe Fourth Angel

•• And the fourth angel sounded, and the And the fourth angel sounded, and the third partthird part of the of the 
sun was smitten, and the sun was smitten, and the third partthird part of the moon, and the of the moon, and the 
third partthird part of the stars; so as the of the stars; so as the third partthird part of them was of them was 
darkened, and the day shone not for a darkened, and the day shone not for a third partthird part of it, of it, 

and the night likewise. Revelation 8:12.and the night likewise. Revelation 8:12.
•• ““We understand that We understand that this trumpetthis trumpet symbolizes the career symbolizes the career 

of of OdoacerOdoacer, the barbarian monarch who was so , the barbarian monarch who was so 
intimately connected with intimately connected with the downfall of Western Romethe downfall of Western Rome. . 
The symbols The symbols sun, moon, and starssun, moon, and stars——for they are for they are 
undoubtedly here used as symbolsundoubtedly here used as symbols——evidently denote evidently denote 
the great luminaries of the Roman government,the great luminaries of the Roman government,——its its 
emperorsemperors, , senatorssenators, and , and consulsconsuls. Bishop Newton . Bishop Newton 
remarks that the last emperor of Western Rome was remarks that the last emperor of Western Rome was 
Romulus, who in derision was called Romulus, who in derision was called AugustulusAugustulus, or the , or the 
‘‘diminutive Augustus.diminutive Augustus.’’
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•• ““Western Rome fell A.D. 476Western Rome fell A.D. 476. Still, however, though the . Still, however, though the 
Roman sun was extinguished, its subordinate luminaries Roman sun was extinguished, its subordinate luminaries 
shone faintly while the senate and consuls continued. shone faintly while the senate and consuls continued. 
But after many civil reverses and changes of political But after many civil reverses and changes of political 
fortune, at length, A.D. 566, the whole form of the fortune, at length, A.D. 566, the whole form of the 
ancient government was subverted, and Rome itself was ancient government was subverted, and Rome itself was 
reduced form being the empress of the world to a poor reduced form being the empress of the world to a poor 
dukedom tributary to the dukedom tributary to the ExarchExarch of Ravenna....of Ravenna....

•• ““Fearful as were the calamitiesFearful as were the calamities brought upon the empire brought upon the empire 
by the first incursions of these barbarians, by the first incursions of these barbarians, they were they were 
comparatively light as contrasted with the calamities comparatively light as contrasted with the calamities 
which were to followwhich were to follow. They were but as the preliminary . They were but as the preliminary 
drops of a shower before the torrent which was soon to drops of a shower before the torrent which was soon to 
fall upon the Roman world. fall upon the Roman world. The three remaining The three remaining 
trumpets are overshadowed with a cloud of woe, as trumpets are overshadowed with a cloud of woe, as 
set forth in the following verses.set forth in the following verses.
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Woe, Woe, WoeWoe, Woe, Woe

•• And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through 
the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, 

WoeWoe, , woewoe, , woewoe, to the , to the inhabitersinhabiters of the earth by of the earth by 
reason of the other voices of reason of the other voices of the trumpetthe trumpet of the of the 
three angels, which are yet to sound! Revelation three angels, which are yet to sound! Revelation 

8:13.8:13.
•• ““This angel is not one of the series of the This angel is not one of the series of the 

seven trumpet angels, but simply one who seven trumpet angels, but simply one who 
announces that the three remaining trumpets announces that the three remaining trumpets 
are woe trumpets, on account of the more are woe trumpets, on account of the more 
terrible events to transpire under their terrible events to transpire under their 
soundingsounding. Thus the next, or . Thus the next, or fifth trumpet, is fifth trumpet, is 
the first woethe first woe; ; the sixth trumpet, the second the sixth trumpet, the second 
woewoe; and ; and the seventh, the last one in this the seventh, the last one in this 
series of seven trumpets, is the third woeseries of seven trumpets, is the third woe..



Subject 26                                                      
http://www.futureforamerica.org

24.03.2013  
www.1843-chart.com

The Trumpets. The Foundation. The Pioneers. 26

The First WoeThe First Woe

•• And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from 
heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of 

the bottomless pit. Revelation 9:1.the bottomless pit. Revelation 9:1.
•• ““For an exposition of this For an exposition of this trumpettrumpet, we shall again draw , we shall again draw 

from the writings of Mr. Keith. This writer truthfully says: from the writings of Mr. Keith. This writer truthfully says: 
‘‘There is scarcely There is scarcely so uniform an agreement among so uniform an agreement among 
interpreters concerning any other part of the interpreters concerning any other part of the 
Apocalypse as respecting the application of the fifth Apocalypse as respecting the application of the fifth 
and sixth trumpetsand sixth trumpets, or the first and second woes, to , or the first and second woes, to 
the Saracens and Turksthe Saracens and Turks. It is so obvious that it can . It is so obvious that it can 
scarcely be misunderstood. Instead of a verse or two scarcely be misunderstood. Instead of a verse or two 
designating each, the whole of the ninth chapter of designating each, the whole of the ninth chapter of 
the Revelation in equal portions, is occupied with a the Revelation in equal portions, is occupied with a 
description of both.description of both.’’
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•• “‘“‘The Roman empire declined, as it arose, by conquest; The Roman empire declined, as it arose, by conquest; 
but but the Saracens and the Turks were the instruments the Saracens and the Turks were the instruments 
by which a false religion became the scourge of an by which a false religion became the scourge of an 
apostate church;apostate church; and hence, and hence, instead of the fifth and instead of the fifth and 
sixth trumpetssixth trumpets, like the former, being designated by that , like the former, being designated by that 
name alone, they are called name alone, they are called woeswoes..’’

•• ““Constantinople was besieged, for the first time after the Constantinople was besieged, for the first time after the 
extinction of the Western empire, by extinction of the Western empire, by ChosroesChosroes, the king , the king 
of Persia.of Persia.

•• ““A star fell from heaven unto the earth; and to him was A star fell from heaven unto the earth; and to him was 
given the key of the bottomless pit.given the key of the bottomless pit.

•• ““While the Persian monarch contemplated the While the Persian monarch contemplated the 
wonders of his art and power, he received an epistle wonders of his art and power, he received an epistle 
from an obscure citizen of Mecca, inviting him to from an obscure citizen of Mecca, inviting him to 
acknowledge Mohammed as the apostle of Godacknowledge Mohammed as the apostle of God. He . He 
rejected the invitation, and tore the epistle. rejected the invitation, and tore the epistle. ‘‘It is thus,It is thus,’’
exclaimed the Arabian prophet, exclaimed the Arabian prophet, ‘‘that God will tear the that God will tear the 
kingdom, and reject the supplication of kingdom, and reject the supplication of ChosroesChosroes..’’
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•• ““Placed on Placed on the verge of these two empiresthe verge of these two empires of the East, of the East, 
MohammedMohammed observed with secret joy observed with secret joy the progress of the progress of 
mutual destructionmutual destruction; and in the midst of the Persian ; and in the midst of the Persian 
triumphs he ventured to foretell, that, before many years triumphs he ventured to foretell, that, before many years 
should elapse, victory would again return to the banners should elapse, victory would again return to the banners 
of the Romans. of the Romans. ‘‘At the time when this prediction is said At the time when this prediction is said 
to have been delivered, no prophecy could be more to have been delivered, no prophecy could be more 
distant from its accomplishment (!) since the first twelve distant from its accomplishment (!) since the first twelve 
years of years of HeracliusHeraclius announced the approaching announced the approaching 
dissolution of the empire.dissolution of the empire.’’

•• ““It was not, like that designative of Attila, on a single It was not, like that designative of Attila, on a single 
spot that the star fell, but spot that the star fell, but UPON THE EARTHUPON THE EARTH..

•• ““ChosroesChosroes subjugated the Roman possession is Asia subjugated the Roman possession is Asia 
and Africa. And and Africa. And ‘‘the Roman empire,the Roman empire,’’ at that period, at that period, ‘‘was was 
reduced to the walls of Constantinople, with the remnant reduced to the walls of Constantinople, with the remnant 
of Greece, Italy, and Africa, and some maritime cities, of Greece, Italy, and Africa, and some maritime cities, 
from from TyreTyre to to TrebizondTrebizond, of the Asiatic coast. . . ., of the Asiatic coast. . . .
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•• ““The king of Persia despised the obscure Saracen, and The king of Persia despised the obscure Saracen, and 
derided the message of the pretended prophet of Mecca. derided the message of the pretended prophet of Mecca. 
Even Even the overthrow of the Roman empire would not have the overthrow of the Roman empire would not have 
opened a door for Mohammedanismopened a door for Mohammedanism, or for the progress , or for the progress 
of the of the SaracenicSaracenic armed propagators of an imposture, armed propagators of an imposture, 
though the monarch of the Persians and though the monarch of the Persians and chaganchagan of the of the 
AvarsAvars (the successor of Attila) had divided between them (the successor of Attila) had divided between them 
the remains of the kingdoms of the Caesars. the remains of the kingdoms of the Caesars. ChosroesChosroes
himself fellhimself fell.. The Persian and Roman monarchies The Persian and Roman monarchies 
exhausted each otherexhausted each other’’s strengths strength. . And before a sword And before a sword 
was put into the hands of the false prophet, it was was put into the hands of the false prophet, it was 
smitten from the hands of those who would have smitten from the hands of those who would have 
checked his career and crushed his power. . . .checked his career and crushed his power. . . .

•• ““The Roman emperor was not strengthened by the The Roman emperor was not strengthened by the 
conquests which he achieved; and a way was prepared conquests which he achieved; and a way was prepared 
at the same time, and by the same means, for at the same time, and by the same means, for the the 
multitudes of Saracens from Arabia, multitudes of Saracens from Arabia, like locustslike locusts
from the same regionfrom the same region, who, propagating in their course , who, propagating in their course 
the dark and delusive Mohammedan creedthe dark and delusive Mohammedan creed, speedily , speedily 
overspread both the Persian and the Roman empire.overspread both the Persian and the Roman empire.
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•• ““More complete illustration of this fact could not be More complete illustration of this fact could not be 
desired than is supplied in the concluding words of the desired than is supplied in the concluding words of the 
chapter from Gibbon, from which the preceding extracts chapter from Gibbon, from which the preceding extracts 
are taken. are taken. ‘‘Although a victorious army had been formed Although a victorious army had been formed 
under the standard of under the standard of HeracliusHeraclius, the unnatural effort , the unnatural effort 
seems to have exhausted rather than exercised their seems to have exhausted rather than exercised their 
strength. While the emperor triumphed at Constantinople strength. While the emperor triumphed at Constantinople 
or Jerusalem, an obscure town on the confines of Syria or Jerusalem, an obscure town on the confines of Syria 
was pillaged by the Saracens, and they cut in pieces was pillaged by the Saracens, and they cut in pieces 
some troops who advanced to its relief,some troops who advanced to its relief,——an ordinary an ordinary 
and trifling occurrence, had it not been the prelude of a and trifling occurrence, had it not been the prelude of a 
mighty revolution. mighty revolution. These robbers were These robbers were the apostles of the apostles of 
MohammedMohammed; their frantic valor had emerged from the ; their frantic valor had emerged from the 
desert; and in the last eight years of his reign, desert; and in the last eight years of his reign, 
HeracliusHeraclius lost to the Arabs the same provinces lost to the Arabs the same provinces 
which he had rescued from the Persianswhich he had rescued from the Persians..’’

•• “‘“‘The spirit of fraud and enthusiasm, whose abode is not The spirit of fraud and enthusiasm, whose abode is not 
in the heavens,in the heavens,’’ was let loose on earth. was let loose on earth. The bottomless The bottomless 
pit needed but a key to open it, and that key was the pit needed but a key to open it, and that key was the 
fall of fall of ChosroesChosroes..
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•• ““He had contemptuously torn the letter of an obscure He had contemptuously torn the letter of an obscure 
citizen of Mecca. But when from his citizen of Mecca. But when from his ‘‘blaze of gloryblaze of glory’’ he he 
sunk into the sunk into the ‘‘tower of darknesstower of darkness’’ which no eye could which no eye could 
penetrate, the name of penetrate, the name of ChosroesChosroes was suddenly to pass was suddenly to pass 
into oblivion before that of into oblivion before that of MohammedMohammed; and the crescent ; and the crescent 
seemed but to wait its rising seemed but to wait its rising till the falling of the startill the falling of the star. . 
ChosroesChosroes, after his entire discomfiture and loss of , after his entire discomfiture and loss of 
empire, was murdered in the year 628; and the year empire, was murdered in the year 628; and the year 629629
is marked by is marked by ‘‘the conquest of Arabiathe conquest of Arabia,,’’ and and ‘‘the first war the first war 
of the Mohammedans against the Roman empireof the Mohammedans against the Roman empire..’’ ‘‘And And 
the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven 
unto the earth; and to him was given the key of the unto the earth; and to him was given the key of the 
bottomless pit. And he opened the bottomless pit.bottomless pit. And he opened the bottomless pit.’’ He fell He fell 
unto the earth. When the strength of the Roman empire unto the earth. When the strength of the Roman empire 
was exhausted, and the great king of the East lay dead was exhausted, and the great king of the East lay dead 
in his tower of darkness, the pillage of an obscure town in his tower of darkness, the pillage of an obscure town 
on the borders of Syria was on the borders of Syria was ‘‘the prelude of a mighty the prelude of a mighty 
revolution.revolution.’’ ‘‘The robbers were the apostles of The robbers were the apostles of 
MohammedMohammed, and their frantic valor emerged from the , and their frantic valor emerged from the 
desert.desert.’’
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•• ““The Bottomless PitThe Bottomless Pit..——The meaning of this term The meaning of this term 
may be learned from the Greek, which is defined may be learned from the Greek, which is defined 
‘‘deep, bottomless, profound,deep, bottomless, profound,’’ and may refer to and may refer to 
any waste, desolate, and uncultivated place. It is any waste, desolate, and uncultivated place. It is 
applied to the earth in its original state of chaos. applied to the earth in its original state of chaos. 
Genesis1:2. Genesis1:2. In this instance it may In this instance it may 
appropriately refer to the unknown wastes of appropriately refer to the unknown wastes of 
the Arabian desert, from the borders of the Arabian desert, from the borders of 
which issued the hordes of Saracens like which issued the hordes of Saracens like 
swarms of locustsswarms of locusts. And . And the fall of the fall of ChosroesChosroes, , 
the Persian king, may well be represented as the Persian king, may well be represented as 
the opening of the bottomless pitthe opening of the bottomless pit, inasmuch , inasmuch 
as it prepared the way for the followers of as it prepared the way for the followers of 
Mohammed to issue from their obscure country, Mohammed to issue from their obscure country, 
and propagate their delusive doctrines with fire and propagate their delusive doctrines with fire 
and sword, till they had spread their darkness and sword, till they had spread their darkness 
over all the Eastern empire.over all the Eastern empire.
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•• ““A false religion was set up, which, although A false religion was set up, which, although the the 
scourge of transgressions and idolatryscourge of transgressions and idolatry, filled the , filled the 
world with darkness and delusion; and world with darkness and delusion; and swarms of swarms of 
Saracens, like locustsSaracens, like locusts, overspread the earth, and , overspread the earth, and 
speedily extended their ravages over the Roman empire speedily extended their ravages over the Roman empire 
from east to west. The hail descended from the frozen from east to west. The hail descended from the frozen 
shores of the Baltic; the burning mountain fell upon the shores of the Baltic; the burning mountain fell upon the 
sea from Africa; and sea from Africa; and the locusts (the fit symbol of the the locusts (the fit symbol of the 
Arabs)Arabs) issued from Arabia, their native region. They issued from Arabia, their native region. They 
came as destroyers, propagating a new doctrine, and came as destroyers, propagating a new doctrine, and 
stirred up to rapine and violence by motives of interest stirred up to rapine and violence by motives of interest 
and religion.and religion.

•• ““A still more specific illustration may be given of A still more specific illustration may be given of the the 
power like unto that of scorpionspower like unto that of scorpions, which was given , which was given 
them. Not only was them. Not only was their attack speedy and vigoroustheir attack speedy and vigorous, , 
but but ‘‘the nice sensibility of honor, which weighs the the nice sensibility of honor, which weighs the 
insult rather than the injury, shed its deadly venom insult rather than the injury, shed its deadly venom 
on the quarrels of the Arabs; an indecent action, a on the quarrels of the Arabs; an indecent action, a 
contemptuous word, can be expiated only by the contemptuous word, can be expiated only by the 
blood of the offender; and such is their patient blood of the offender; and such is their patient 
inveteracy, that they expect whole months and years inveteracy, that they expect whole months and years 
the opportunity ofthe opportunity of revengerevenge..’’
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•• And to them it was given that they should not kill And to them it was given that they should not kill 
them, but that they should be tormented five them, but that they should be tormented five 

months: and their torment months: and their torment waswas as the torment of as the torment of 
a scorpion, when he a scorpion, when he strikethstriketh a man. Revelation a man. Revelation 

9:5.9:5.
•• ““Their constant incursions into the Roman Their constant incursions into the Roman 

territory, and frequent assaults on territory, and frequent assaults on 
Constantinople itself, were an Constantinople itself, were an unceasing unceasing 
tormenttorment throughout the empirethroughout the empire; and yet they ; and yet they 
were not able effectually to subdue it, were not able effectually to subdue it, 
notwithstanding the long period, afterward more notwithstanding the long period, afterward more 
directly alluded to, during which they continued, directly alluded to, during which they continued, 
by unremitting attacks, grievously to afflict an by unremitting attacks, grievously to afflict an 
idolatrous church, of which the pope was the idolatrous church, of which the pope was the 
head. Their charge was to torment, and then to head. Their charge was to torment, and then to 
hurt, but not to kill, or utterly destroy. The marvel hurt, but not to kill, or utterly destroy. The marvel 
was that they did not.was that they did not.
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•• And they had And they had tailstails like unto scorpions, and there were like unto scorpions, and there were 
stings in their stings in their tailstails: and their power : and their power waswas to hurt men five to hurt men five 

months. And they had a king over them, which is the months. And they had a king over them, which is the 
angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew 

tongue is tongue is AbaddonAbaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his , but in the Greek tongue hath his 
name name ApollyonApollyon. Revelation 9:10, 11.. Revelation 9:10, 11.

•• ““Thus far, Keith has furnished us with illustrations of Thus far, Keith has furnished us with illustrations of the the 
sounding of the first five trumpetssounding of the first five trumpets. But we must now take . But we must now take 
leave of him, and proceed to the application of the new leave of him, and proceed to the application of the new 
feature of the prophecy here introduced; namely, the feature of the prophecy here introduced; namely, the 
prophetic periods.prophetic periods.

•• ““Their Power Was to Hurt Men Five Months. 1. The Their Power Was to Hurt Men Five Months. 1. The 
question arises, What men were they to hurt five question arises, What men were they to hurt five 
months?months?——Undoubtedly the same they were afterward to Undoubtedly the same they were afterward to 
slay; slay; ‘‘The third part of men,The third part of men,’’ or third of the Roman or third of the Roman 
empire,empire,——the Greek division of itthe Greek division of it. . 2. When were they 2. When were they 
to begin their work of to begin their work of tormenttorment? The 11th verse answers ? The 11th verse answers 
the question.the question.
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•• ““(1)(1)‘‘They had a king over them.They had a king over them.’’ From the death of From the death of 
MohammedMohammed until near the close of the thirteenth century, until near the close of the thirteenth century, 
the Mohammedans were dividedthe Mohammedans were divided into into various factions various factions 
under several leadersunder several leaders, with , with no general civil no general civil 
governmentgovernment extending over them all. Near the close of extending over them all. Near the close of 
the thirteenth century, the thirteenth century, OthmanOthman founded a government founded a government 
which has since been known as which has since been known as the Ottoman the Ottoman 
governmentgovernment, or , or empireempire, which grew until it extended , which grew until it extended 
over all over all the principal Mohammedan tribes, the principal Mohammedan tribes, 
consolidating them into one grand monarchyconsolidating them into one grand monarchy..

•• ““(2)The character of the king. (2)The character of the king. ‘‘Which is the angel of the Which is the angel of the 
bottomless pit.bottomless pit.’’ An angel signifies a messenger, a An angel signifies a messenger, a 
minister, either good or bad, and not always a spiritual minister, either good or bad, and not always a spiritual 
being. being. ‘‘The angel of the bottomless pit,The angel of the bottomless pit,’’ or chief minister or chief minister 
of the religion which came from thence when it was of the religion which came from thence when it was 
opened. That religion is opened. That religion is MohammedanismMohammedanism, and the , and the 
sultan is its chief minister. sultan is its chief minister. ‘‘The Sultan, or grand Seignior, The Sultan, or grand Seignior, 
as he is indifferently called, is also Supreme Caliph, or as he is indifferently called, is also Supreme Caliph, or 
high priest, uniting in his person the highest spiritual high priest, uniting in his person the highest spiritual 
dignity with the supreme secular authority.dignity with the supreme secular authority.’’——World As It World As It 
IsIs, 361., 361.
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•• ““(3)His name. In Hebrew, (3)His name. In Hebrew, ‘‘AbaddonAbaddon,,’’ the destroyer; in the destroyer; in 
Greek, Greek, ‘‘ApollyonApollyon,,’’ one that exterminates, or destroys. one that exterminates, or destroys. 
Having two different names in two languages, it is Having two different names in two languages, it is 
evident that the character, rather than the name of the evident that the character, rather than the name of the 
power, is intended to be represented. If so, as expressed power, is intended to be represented. If so, as expressed 
in both languages, he is a destroyer. in both languages, he is a destroyer. Such has always Such has always 
been the character of the been the character of the OttomanOttoman government.government.

•• ““But when did Othman make his first assault on the But when did Othman make his first assault on the 
Greek empire?Greek empire?——According to Gibbon, According to Gibbon, Decline and FallDecline and Fall, , 
etc., etc., ‘‘Othman first entered the territory of Othman first entered the territory of NicomediaNicomedia on on 
the the 27th day of July, 1299.27th day of July, 1299.’’

•• ““The calculations of The calculations of some writers have gone upon the some writers have gone upon the 
supposition that the period should begin with the supposition that the period should begin with the 
foundation of the Ottoman empirefoundation of the Ottoman empire; but ; but this is evidently this is evidently 
an erroran error; for they were not only to have a king over ; for they were not only to have a king over 
them, but were them, but were to torment men five monthsto torment men five months. But the . But the 
period of torment could not begin before the first attack period of torment could not begin before the first attack 
of the tormentors, which was, as above stated, of the tormentors, which was, as above stated, July 27, July 27, 
12991299..
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•• ““The calculation which follows, founded on this startingThe calculation which follows, founded on this starting--
point, was made and published in a work entitled, point, was made and published in a work entitled, 
ChristChrist’’s Second Comings Second Coming, etc., by J. Litch, in 1838., etc., by J. Litch, in 1838.

•• “‘“‘And their power was to hurt men five months.And their power was to hurt men five months.’’ Thus far Thus far 
their commission extended, to torment by constant their commission extended, to torment by constant 
depredations, but depredations, but not politically to kill themnot politically to kill them. . ‘‘Five Five 
months,months,’’ thirty days to a month, give us one hundred and thirty days to a month, give us one hundred and 
fifty days; and these days, being symbolic, signify one fifty days; and these days, being symbolic, signify one 
hundred and fifty years. hundred and fifty years. Commencing July 27, 1299Commencing July 27, 1299, the , the 
one hundred and fifty years reach to one hundred and fifty years reach to 14491449. During that . During that 
whole period the Turks were engaged in an almost whole period the Turks were engaged in an almost 
perpetual warfare with the Greek empire, but yet without perpetual warfare with the Greek empire, but yet without 
conquering it. They seized upon and held several of the conquering it. They seized upon and held several of the 
Greek provinces, but still Greek independence was Greek provinces, but still Greek independence was 
maintained in Constantinople. But in maintained in Constantinople. But in 1449, the 1449, the 
termination of the one hundred and fifty yearstermination of the one hundred and fifty years, a change , a change 
came, the history of which will be found under the came, the history of which will be found under the 
succeeding trumpet.succeeding trumpet.
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The Second WoeThe Second Woe

•• One One woewoe is past; and, behold, there come is past; and, behold, there come two two 
woeswoes more hereafter. And the sixth angel more hereafter. And the sixth angel 

sounded, and I heard a voice from the four sounded, and I heard a voice from the four 
horns of the golden altar which is before God. horns of the golden altar which is before God. 

Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, 
Loose the four angelsLoose the four angels which are bound in the which are bound in the 

great river Euphrates. And great river Euphrates. And the four angelsthe four angels were were 
loosed, which were prepared for an loosed, which were prepared for an hourhour, and a , and a 
dayday and a and a monthmonth, and a , and a yearyear, for to slay , for to slay the third the third 

partpart of men. Revelation 9:12of men. Revelation 9:12––15.15.
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•• ““The first The first woewoe was to continue from the rise of was to continue from the rise of 
Mohammedanism until the end of the five Mohammedanism until the end of the five 
months. months. Then the first woe was to end, and Then the first woe was to end, and 
the second to beginthe second to begin. And when the sixth angel . And when the sixth angel 
sounded, it was commanded to take off the sounded, it was commanded to take off the 
restraints which had been imposed on the restraints which had been imposed on the 
nation, by which they were nation, by which they were restricted to the work restricted to the work 
of tormentingof tormenting men, and their commission was men, and their commission was 
enlarged so as to permit them to slay the third enlarged so as to permit them to slay the third 
part of men. This command came from the four part of men. This command came from the four 
horns of the golden altar.horns of the golden altar.

•• ““The Four Angels.The Four Angels.——These were These were the four the four 
principal sultans of which the Ottoman empire principal sultans of which the Ottoman empire 
was composedwas composed, located in the country watered , located in the country watered 
by the great river Euphrates. These sultans were by the great river Euphrates. These sultans were 
situated at situated at Aleppo, Aleppo, IconiumIconium, Damascus, and , Damascus, and 
BagdadBagdad. Previously they had been restrained; . Previously they had been restrained; 
but God commanded, and they were loosed.but God commanded, and they were loosed.
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•• ““In In the year 1449, John the year 1449, John PalaeologusPalaeologus, the Greek , the Greek 
emperor, died, but left no children to inherit his emperor, died, but left no children to inherit his 
throne, and Constantine, his brother, succeeded throne, and Constantine, his brother, succeeded 
to it. But he would not venture to ascend the to it. But he would not venture to ascend the 
throne without the consent of throne without the consent of AmurathAmurath, the , the 
Turkish sultan. He therefore sent ambassadors Turkish sultan. He therefore sent ambassadors 
to ask his consent, and obtained it before he to ask his consent, and obtained it before he 
presumed to call himself sovereign.presumed to call himself sovereign.

•• ““Let this historical fact be carefully examined Let this historical fact be carefully examined 
in connection with the prediction given in connection with the prediction given 
above.above. This was not a violent assault made on This was not a violent assault made on 
the Greeksthe Greeks, by which their empire was , by which their empire was 
overthrown and their independence taken away, overthrown and their independence taken away, 
but simply but simply a voluntary surrender of that a voluntary surrender of that 
independence into the hands of the Turksindependence into the hands of the Turks. The . The 
authority and supremacy of the Turkish power authority and supremacy of the Turkish power 
was acknowledged when Constantine virtually was acknowledged when Constantine virtually 
said, said, ‘‘I cannot reign unless you permit.I cannot reign unless you permit.’’
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•• ““The four angels were loosed for The four angels were loosed for an hour, a an hour, a 
day, a month, and a yearday, a month, and a year, to slay the third part , to slay the third part 
of men. This period, during which Ottoman of men. This period, during which Ottoman 
supremacy was to exist, amounts to supremacy was to exist, amounts to three three 
hundred ninetyhundred ninety-- one years and fifteen daysone years and fifteen days. . 
Thus: A prophetic year is three hundred and Thus: A prophetic year is three hundred and 
sixty prophetic days, or three hundred and sixty sixty prophetic days, or three hundred and sixty 
literal years; a prophetic month, thirty prophetic literal years; a prophetic month, thirty prophetic 
days, is thirty literal years; one prophetic day is days, is thirty literal years; one prophetic day is 
one.one.

•• ““1 Some historians have given this date as 1448, 1 Some historians have given this date as 1448, 
but the best authorities sustain the date here but the best authorities sustain the date here 
given, 1449. See given, 1449. See ChamberChamber’’s Encyclopedias Encyclopedia, art., , art., 
PalaeologusPalaeologus. literal year; and an hour, or the . literal year; and an hour, or the 
twentytwenty--fourth part of a prophetic day, would be a fourth part of a prophetic day, would be a 
twentytwenty--fourth part of a literal year, or fifteen fourth part of a literal year, or fifteen 
days; the whole amounting to days; the whole amounting to three hundred and three hundred and 
ninetyninety-- one years and fifteen daysone years and fifteen days..
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•• ““But although the four angels were thus But although the four angels were thus loosed loosed 
by the voluntary submission of the Greeksby the voluntary submission of the Greeks, , 
yet another doom awaited the seat of empire. yet another doom awaited the seat of empire. 
AmurathAmurath, the sultan to whom the submission of , the sultan to whom the submission of 
Constantine XIII was made, and by whose Constantine XIII was made, and by whose 
permission he reigned in Constantinople, soon permission he reigned in Constantinople, soon 
after died, and was succeeded in the empire, in after died, and was succeeded in the empire, in 
1451, by Mohammed II, who set his heart on 1451, by Mohammed II, who set his heart on 
securing Constantinople as the seat of his securing Constantinople as the seat of his 
empire.empire.

•• ““He accordingly made preparations for besieging He accordingly made preparations for besieging 
and taking the city. The siege commenced on and taking the city. The siege commenced on 
the 6th of April, 1453, and ended in the capture the 6th of April, 1453, and ended in the capture 
of the city, and the death of the last of the of the city, and the death of the last of the 
ConstantinesConstantines, on the 16th day of May following. , on the 16th day of May following. 
And the eastern city of the Caesars became the And the eastern city of the Caesars became the 
seat of the Ottoman empire.seat of the Ottoman empire.

•• ““The arms and mode of warfare which were The arms and mode of warfare which were 
used in the siege in which Constantinople was to used in the siege in which Constantinople was to 
be overthrown and held in subjection were, as be overthrown and held in subjection were, as 
we shall see, distinctly noticed by the Revelator.we shall see, distinctly noticed by the Revelator.
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•• ““It was to It was to ‘‘the fire and the smoke and the the fire and the smoke and the 
sulphursulphur,,’’ to the artillery and firearms of to the artillery and firearms of 
Mahomet, that Mahomet, that the killing of the third part of the killing of the third part of 
menmen, i.e., the capture of Constantinople, and by , i.e., the capture of Constantinople, and by 
consequence the destruction of the Greek consequence the destruction of the Greek 
empire, was owing. . . .empire, was owing. . . .

•• ““By these three was By these three was the third part of men the third part of men 
killedkilled, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the , by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the 
brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. For brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. For 
their power is in their mouth, and in their tails; for their power is in their mouth, and in their tails; for 
their tails were like unto serpents, and had their tails were like unto serpents, and had 
heads, and with them they do hurt. Revelation heads, and with them they do hurt. Revelation 
9:18, 19.9:18, 19.

•• ““These verses express These verses express the deadly effect of the the deadly effect of the 
new mode of warfare introducednew mode of warfare introduced. It was by . It was by 
means of these agents,means of these agents,——gunpowder, firearms, gunpowder, firearms, 
and cannonand cannon,,——that Constantinople was finally that Constantinople was finally 
overcome, and given into the hands of the overcome, and given into the hands of the 
Turks.Turks.
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•• ““In addition to the fire, smoke, and brimstone, In addition to the fire, smoke, and brimstone, 
which apparently issued out of their mouths, it is which apparently issued out of their mouths, it is 
said said that their power was also in their tails. It that their power was also in their tails. It 
is a remarkable fact that the horseis a remarkable fact that the horse’’s tail is a s tail is a 
wellwell--known Turkish standard, known Turkish standard, a symbol of a symbol of 
office and authorityoffice and authority. The meaning of the . The meaning of the 
expression appears to be that their tails were the expression appears to be that their tails were the 
symbol, or emblem of their authority. The image symbol, or emblem of their authority. The image 
before the mind of John would seem to have before the mind of John would seem to have 
been that he saw the horses belching out fire been that he saw the horses belching out fire 
and smoke, and, what was equally strange, he and smoke, and, what was equally strange, he 
saw that their power of spreading desolation saw that their power of spreading desolation 
was connected with the tails of the horses. Any was connected with the tails of the horses. Any 
one looking on a body of cavalry with such one looking on a body of cavalry with such 
banners, or ensigns, would be struck with this banners, or ensigns, would be struck with this 
unusual or remarkable appearance, and would unusual or remarkable appearance, and would 
speak of their banners as concentrating and speak of their banners as concentrating and 
directing their power.directing their power.
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•• ““This supremacy of the This supremacy of the MohammendansMohammendans over over 
the Greeks was to continue, as already noticed, the Greeks was to continue, as already noticed, 
three hundred and ninetythree hundred and ninety--one years and fifteen one years and fifteen 
daysdays. Commencing when the one hundred and . Commencing when the one hundred and 
fifty years ended, fifty years ended, July 27, 1449July 27, 1449, the period , the period 
would end would end August 11, 1840.August 11, 1840. Judging from the Judging from the 
manner of the commencement of the manner of the commencement of the 
Ottoman supremacy, that it was by a Ottoman supremacy, that it was by a 
voluntary acknowledgment on the part of the voluntary acknowledgment on the part of the 
Greek emperor that he reigned only by Greek emperor that he reigned only by 
permission of the Turkish sultan, we should permission of the Turkish sultan, we should 
naturally conclude that the fall or departure naturally conclude that the fall or departure 
of the Ottoman independence would be of the Ottoman independence would be 
brought about in the same waybrought about in the same way; that at the ; that at the 
end of the specified period, that is, end of the specified period, that is, on the 11th on the 11th 
August, 1840August, 1840, the sultan would voluntarily , the sultan would voluntarily 
surrender his independence into the hands of surrender his independence into the hands of 
the Christian powers, just as he had, the Christian powers, just as he had, three three 
hundred and ninetyhundred and ninety--one years and fifteen daysone years and fifteen days
before, received it from the hands of the before, received it from the hands of the 
Christian emperor, Constantine XIII.Christian emperor, Constantine XIII.
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•• ““This conclusion was reached, and this This conclusion was reached, and this 
application of the prophecy was made by Elder application of the prophecy was made by Elder 
J. Litch in 1838, two years before the predicted J. Litch in 1838, two years before the predicted 
event was to occur. It was then purely a matter event was to occur. It was then purely a matter 
of calculation on the prophetic periods of of calculation on the prophetic periods of 
Scripture. Now, however, the time has passed Scripture. Now, however, the time has passed 
by, and it is proper to inquire what the result has by, and it is proper to inquire what the result has 
beenbeen——whether such events did transpire whether such events did transpire 
according to the previous calculation. The matter according to the previous calculation. The matter 
sums itself up in the following inquiry: sums itself up in the following inquiry: When Did When Did 
Mohammedan Independence in Constantinople Mohammedan Independence in Constantinople 
Depart?Depart?——For several years previous to 1840, For several years previous to 1840, 
the sultan had been embroiled in war with the sultan had been embroiled in war with 
MehemetMehemet Ali, pasha of Egypt. In 1838 the Ali, pasha of Egypt. In 1838 the 
trouble between the sultan and his Egyptian trouble between the sultan and his Egyptian 
vassal was for the time being restrained by the vassal was for the time being restrained by the 
influence of the foreign ambassadors. In 1839, influence of the foreign ambassadors. In 1839, 
however, hostilities were again commenced, and however, hostilities were again commenced, and 
were prosecuted until, in a general battle were prosecuted until, in a general battle 
between the armies of the sultan and between the armies of the sultan and MehemetMehemet, , 
the sultanthe sultan’’s army was entirely cut up and s army was entirely cut up and 
destroyed, and his fleet taken by destroyed, and his fleet taken by MehemetMehemet and and 

i d i t E ti d i t E t
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•• ““So completely had the sultanSo completely had the sultan’’s fleet been s fleet been 
reduced, that, when the war again commenced reduced, that, when the war again commenced 
in August, he had only two firstin August, he had only two first--rates and three rates and three 
frigates as the sad remains of the once powerful frigates as the sad remains of the once powerful 
Turkish fleet. This fleet Turkish fleet. This fleet MehemetMehemet positively positively 
refused to give up and return to the sultan, and refused to give up and return to the sultan, and 
declared that if the powers attempted to take it declared that if the powers attempted to take it 
from him, he would burn it. In this posture affairs from him, he would burn it. In this posture affairs 
stood, when, in 1840, stood, when, in 1840, England, Russia, England, Russia, 
Austria, and PrussiaAustria, and Prussia interposed, and interposed, and 
determined on a settlement of the difficulty;  for it determined on a settlement of the difficulty;  for it 
was evident that, if let alone, was evident that, if let alone, MehemetMehemet would would 
soon become master of the sultansoon become master of the sultan’’s throne.s throne.

•• ““The sultan accepted this intervention of the The sultan accepted this intervention of the 
great powers, and thus made a voluntary great powers, and thus made a voluntary 
surrender of the question into their hands.surrender of the question into their hands.



Subject 26                                                      
http://www.futureforamerica.org

24.03.2013  
www.1843-chart.com

The Trumpets. The Foundation. The Pioneers. 49

•• ““A conference of these powers was held in A conference of these powers was held in 
London, the Sheik Effendi London, the Sheik Effendi BeyBey LikgisLikgis
being present as Ottoman plenipotentiary. being present as Ottoman plenipotentiary. 
An agreement was drawn up to be An agreement was drawn up to be 
presented to the pasha of Egypt, whereby presented to the pasha of Egypt, whereby 
the sultan was to offer him the hereditary the sultan was to offer him the hereditary 
government of Egypt, and all that part of government of Egypt, and all that part of 
Syria extending from the Gulf of Suez to Syria extending from the Gulf of Suez to 
the Lake of the Lake of TiberiasTiberias, together with the , together with the 
province of Acre, for life; he on his part to province of Acre, for life; he on his part to 
evacuate all other parts of the sultanevacuate all other parts of the sultan’’s s 
dominions then occupied by him, and to dominions then occupied by him, and to 
return the Ottoman fleet. In case he return the Ottoman fleet. In case he 
refused this offer from the sultan, the four refused this offer from the sultan, the four 
powers were to take the matter into their powers were to take the matter into their 
own hands, and use such other means to own hands, and use such other means to 
bring him to terms as they should see fit.bring him to terms as they should see fit.
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•• ““It is apparent that just as soon as this ultimatum It is apparent that just as soon as this ultimatum 
should be put by the sultan into the hands of should be put by the sultan into the hands of 
MehemetMehemet Ali, the matter would be forever Ali, the matter would be forever 
beyond the control of the former, and the beyond the control of the former, and the 
disposal of his affairs would, from that moment, disposal of his affairs would, from that moment, 
be in the hands of foreign powers. The sultan be in the hands of foreign powers. The sultan 
despatcheddespatched RifatRifat BeyBey on a government steamer on a government steamer 
to Alexandria, to communicate the ultimatum to to Alexandria, to communicate the ultimatum to 
the pasha. the pasha. It was put into his hands, and by It was put into his hands, and by 
him taken in charge, on him taken in charge, on the eleventh day of the eleventh day of 
August, 1840August, 1840!! On the same day, a note was On the same day, a note was 
addressed by the sultan to the ambassadors of addressed by the sultan to the ambassadors of 
the four powers, inquiring what plan was to be the four powers, inquiring what plan was to be 
adopted in case the pasha should refuse to adopted in case the pasha should refuse to 
comply with the terms of the ultimatum, to which comply with the terms of the ultimatum, to which 
they made answer that provision had been they made answer that provision had been 
made, and there was no necessity of his made, and there was no necessity of his 
alarming himself about any contingency that alarming himself about any contingency that 
might arise. might arise. 
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•• ““This day the period of This day the period of three hundred and three hundred and 
ninetyninety--one years and fifteen daysone years and fifteen days, allotted , allotted 
to the continuance of the Ottoman power, to the continuance of the Ottoman power, 
ended; and where was the sultanended; and where was the sultan’’s s 
independence?independence?——GONE!GONE! Who had the Who had the 
supremacy of the Ottoman empire in their supremacy of the Ottoman empire in their 
hands?hands?——The four great powersThe four great powers; and that ; and that 
empire has existed ever since only by the empire has existed ever since only by the 
sufferance of these Christian powers. sufferance of these Christian powers. 
Thus was the prophecy fulfilled to the very Thus was the prophecy fulfilled to the very 
letterletter..”” Uriah Smith, Uriah Smith, Daniel and the RevelationDaniel and the Revelation, , 
501501––503.503.
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Trumpets?Trumpets?

•• And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Make thee And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Make thee two two 
trumpets of silvertrumpets of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make ; of a whole piece shalt thou make 
them: that thou mayest use them for them: that thou mayest use them for the calling of the the calling of the 
assemblyassembly, and for the journeying of the camps. And , and for the journeying of the camps. And 
when they shall blowwhen they shall blow with them, with them, all the assembly shall all the assembly shall 
assembleassemble themselves to thee at the door of the themselves to thee at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.tabernacle of the congregation.

•• And if they blow And if they blow butbut with one with one trumpettrumpet, then the princes, , then the princes, 
which arewhich are heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather 
themselves unto thee.themselves unto thee.

•• When ye blow an alarmWhen ye blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on the , then the camps that lie on the 
east parts shall go forward. east parts shall go forward. When ye blow an alarmWhen ye blow an alarm the the 
second time, then the camps that lie on the south side second time, then the camps that lie on the south side 
shall take their journey: they shall blow an alarm for their shall take their journey: they shall blow an alarm for their 
journeys.journeys.
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•• But But when the congregation is to be gathered togetherwhen the congregation is to be gathered together, ye , ye 
shall blow, but shall blow, but ye shall not sound an alarmye shall not sound an alarm. . 

•• And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the 
trumpetstrumpets; and they shall be to you for an ordinance for ; and they shall be to you for an ordinance for 
ever throughout your generations. And if ye go to war in ever throughout your generations. And if ye go to war in 
your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then 
ye shall blow an alarm with the ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpetstrumpets; and ye shall be ; and ye shall be 
remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be 
saved from your enemies.saved from your enemies.

•• Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn 
days, and in the beginnings of your months, days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye shall ye shall 
blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and 
over the sacrifices of your peace offeringsover the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they may ; that they may 
be to you for a memorial before your God: I be to you for a memorial before your God: I amam the Lord the Lord 
your God Numbers 10:1your God Numbers 10:1––1010
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•• Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh 
month, in the first month, in the first dayday of the month, shall ye have a of the month, shall ye have a 
sabbath, a memorial of blowing of sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpetstrumpets, , an holy an holy 
convocationconvocation. Ye shall do no servile work . Ye shall do no servile work thereintherein: but ye : but ye 
shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord. shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord. 
Leviticus 23:24Leviticus 23:24––25.25.

•• Then shalt thou cause Then shalt thou cause the the trumpettrumpet of the jubilee to of the jubilee to 
sound on the tenth sound on the tenth dayday of the seventh month, in the day of the seventh month, in the day 
of atonement shall ye make the of atonement shall ye make the trumpettrumpet sound sound 
throughout all your landthroughout all your land. And ye shall hallow the fiftieth . And ye shall hallow the fiftieth 
year, and proclaim liberty throughout year, and proclaim liberty throughout allall the land unto all the land unto all 
the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and 
ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye 
shall return every man unto his family. A jubilee shall that shall return every man unto his family. A jubilee shall that 
fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap 
that which groweth of itself in it, nor gather that which groweth of itself in it, nor gather the grapesthe grapes in in 
it of thy vine undressed. For it it of thy vine undressed. For it isis the jubilee; it shall be the jubilee; it shall be 
holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the 
field. In the year of this jubilee ye shall return every man field. In the year of this jubilee ye shall return every man 
unto his possession. Leviticus 25:9unto his possession. Leviticus 25:9––13.13.
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•• A Day of Wrath and DistressA Day of Wrath and Distress
•• The great day of the LordThe great day of the Lord isis near, near, it isit is near, and hasteth near, and hasteth 

greatly, greatly, eveneven the voice of the day of the Lordthe voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty : the mighty 
man shall cry there bitterly. man shall cry there bitterly. That day That day isis a day of wratha day of wrath, a , a 
day of day of trouble and distresstrouble and distress, a day of , a day of wasteness and wasteness and 
desolationdesolation, a day of , a day of darkness and gloominessdarkness and gloominess, a day of , a day of 
clouds and thick darknessclouds and thick darkness, , A day of the trumpet and A day of the trumpet and 
alarmalarm against the fenced cities, and against the high against the fenced cities, and against the high 
towers. And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall towers. And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall 
walk like blind men, because they have sinned against walk like blind men, because they have sinned against 
the Lord: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, the Lord: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, 
and their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor their and their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor their 
gold shall be able to deliver them in gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lordthe day of the Lord’’s s 
wrathwrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of ; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of 
his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance 
of all them that dwell in the land. Zephaniah 1:14of all them that dwell in the land. Zephaniah 1:14––18.18.



Subject 26                                                      
http://www.futureforamerica.org

24.03.2013  
www.1843-chart.com

The Trumpets. The Foundation. The Pioneers. 56

William MillerWilliam Miller

•• ““In prophetical scriptureIn prophetical scripture, the sounding of , the sounding of trumpetstrumpets is is 
alwaysalways used to used to denote the downfall of some empiredenote the downfall of some empire, , 
nation, or place, or some dreadful battle, which may nation, or place, or some dreadful battle, which may 
decide the fate of empires, nations, or places. At the fall decide the fate of empires, nations, or places. At the fall 
of Jericho, the of Jericho, the trumpettrumpet was the instrument, in the hands was the instrument, in the hands 
of the priest of the mighty God of Jacob, which cast of the priest of the mighty God of Jacob, which cast 
down her walls, destroyed the city, and a curse down her walls, destroyed the city, and a curse 
pronounced against the man that should ever build up pronounced against the man that should ever build up 
her walls again. Again, the her walls again. Again, the trumpettrumpet was the instrument was the instrument 
by which Gideon put to flight the armies of the aliens. by which Gideon put to flight the armies of the aliens. 
And the prophet Amos says, And the prophet Amos says, ‘‘Shall a trumpet be blown Shall a trumpet be blown 
in the city, and the people not be afraid?in the city, and the people not be afraid?’’ . . .. . .
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•• ““The The last three trumpetslast three trumpets will claim our attention in his will claim our attention in his 
discourse; the first four having their accomplishment discourse; the first four having their accomplishment 
under Rome Pagan; to the last three under Rome Papal. under Rome Pagan; to the last three under Rome Papal. 
These three trumpets and three woes are a These three trumpets and three woes are a 
description of the judgments that God has sent and description of the judgments that God has sent and 
will send on this Papal beast, the abomination of the will send on this Papal beast, the abomination of the 
whole earthwhole earth. Therefore we see the propriety of the . Therefore we see the propriety of the 
language of our text, language of our text, ‘‘Woe, woe, woeWoe, woe, woe, to the inhabitants , to the inhabitants 
of the earth,of the earth,’’ meaning the worshippers of this Papal meaning the worshippers of this Papal 
beast, the followers of this abomination.beast, the followers of this abomination.

•• ““The fifth The fifth trumpettrumpet alludes to the rise of alludes to the rise of the Turkish the Turkish 
empireempire under under OttomanOttoman, at , at the downfall of the Saracensthe downfall of the Saracens. . 
Ottoman uniting under his government the four Ottoman uniting under his government the four 
contending nations of Mahometans, which had long contending nations of Mahometans, which had long 
contended for the power during the reign of contended for the power during the reign of the Saracen the Saracen 
empireempire, viz., the Saracens, Tartars, Arabs, and Turks. , viz., the Saracens, Tartars, Arabs, and Turks. 
These, all being by profession Mahometans, were ready These, all being by profession Mahometans, were ready 
to follow any daring leader to conquer and to follow any daring leader to conquer and drive out from drive out from 
Asia (and even make excursion into Europe) all who Asia (and even make excursion into Europe) all who 
professed the Christian faithprofessed the Christian faith
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•• ““They, having embraced They, having embraced the errors of that fallen star, the errors of that fallen star, 
MahometMahomet, whose principles were promulgated by , whose principles were promulgated by 
conquest and the sword, became conquest and the sword, became one and perhaps the one and perhaps the 
only barrier to the spread of the Papal doctrine and only barrier to the spread of the Papal doctrine and 
power in the eastern world.power in the eastern world. Here the Roman Church Here the Roman Church 
had long held a powerful sway over the minds and had long held a powerful sway over the minds and 
consciences of the Christian or Greek church in the east, consciences of the Christian or Greek church in the east, 
by the aid of the eastern emperor at Constantinople. But by the aid of the eastern emperor at Constantinople. But 
the Turks or Ottomans, whom the Lord suffered to rise the Turks or Ottomans, whom the Lord suffered to rise 
up in Bithynia, on or near the head waters of the up in Bithynia, on or near the head waters of the 
Euphrates, Euphrates, as a scourge against this Papal abominationas a scourge against this Papal abomination, , 
now became now became a check to the Roman powera check to the Roman power; and ; and from this from this 
time we may reasonably date the declension of Papal time we may reasonably date the declension of Papal 
authorityauthority. . Therefore on the sounding of the fifth trumpet, Therefore on the sounding of the fifth trumpet, 
Rome Papal began to show a weakness which in every Rome Papal began to show a weakness which in every 
succeeding age has been more and more manifested, succeeding age has been more and more manifested, 
until her civil power has crumbled to ruin, and her until her civil power has crumbled to ruin, and her 
ecclesiastical assumption must sink, at the sounding of ecclesiastical assumption must sink, at the sounding of 
the seventh trumpthe seventh trump, to rise no more forever, to rise no more forever..”” William William 
Miller, Lecture 8,Miller, Lecture 8, William MillerWilliam Miller’’s Works,s Works, volume 2, pagevolume 2, page


